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Dance in the sun; sing in the rain: This weekend is a 
schmorgasboard of possibilities.
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A VISION FOR THE FUTURE
MEAGAN MARION
Assistant News Editor
 As a child, Michaela Minichello 
travelled from one optometrist to 
the next. 
 She decided when she grew up, 
she would improve people’s quality 
of life by researching human eye 
development, and that is just what 
the senior biology major is working 
to do.
 This past summer, Minichello 
was awarded a Fight for Sight’s 
Summer Student Fellowship Grant 
of $2,100 for her ongoing eye re-
search project on the study of an-
iridia, a birth defect of the eye. 
She will continue her research 
throughout this semester.
 Fight for Sight is a non-profi t or-
ganization that provides funding to 
aspiring scientists for their eye and 
vision research.  Summer Student 
Fellowship awards are given for 
two to three months of research. 
The $2,100 award will compensate 
Minichello for the lab work she 
completed at UD this summer.
 Minichello herself suffers from a 
birth defect in her left eye, and after 
spending a portion of her childhood 
visiting optometric and ophthal-
mic offi ces, developed an interest 
in optometry-related research in 
pursuit of advancing people’s qual-
ity of life. 
 In the Fight for Sight’s 64th annu-
al selection of grantees, Minichello 
was one of the 23 recipients of the 
student fellowship grant, which is 
awarded to undergraduate, gradu-
ate and medical students.  
 The senior represented UD 
among other students from Har-
vard, Stanford, Berkeley and sev-
eral Ivy League schools, according 
to her advisor, Dr. Amit Singh.
 Minichello’s research focuses 
on the absence of the iris, which 
is caused by a gene mutation that 
causes the eye to stop developing 
too early. By studying birth defects 
in the human eye using a fruit fl y 
model, she aims to better under-
stand the role of the defective pro-
ventriculus (dve) gene in human 
eye development.
 The student spent one year writ-
ing her honors thesis with advisor 
Singh, and devoted her summer to 
researching the project. Minichel-
lo also works with two graduate 
students who help teach her tech-
niques in the lab and implement 
experiments.
 “Michaela is a highly industri-
ous and diligent student with a 
strong aptitude toward research,” 
Dr. Singh said. “She has generated 
interesting data in a short period of 
time. She has proved to be a great 
colleague to other members in my 
laboratory.”
 Minichello will complete her 
honors thesis in April 2011, and 
the work that won her the grant 
will contribute to other research 
to form a complete story of the dve 
gene in eye development.  She plans 
on pursuing optometry school after 
graduation. 
 In addition to carrying out re-
search, Minichello also is the presi-
dent of Beta Beta Beta, the biologi-
cal honors society, and has been 
awarded an honor’s thesis grant. 
She is a recipient of the Learn, Lead 
and Serve grant program which 
enables students to pursue special 
projects through an anonymous 
donor, as well as various other 
awards. She also was interviewed 
by “Eye on Vision” radio and has 
been featured along with Singh in a 
Dayton Daily News article.
 “My personal experiences have 
given me direction toward a career 
and a passion to fi nd answers and 
solutions about birth defects of the 
eye,” Minichello said.  “There is 
so much potential to improve the 
quality of life for many people with-
in the fi eld of optical and vision-re-
lated research.”
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Michaela Minichello, a senior biology major, works in the Science Center on Tuesday, Aug. 31. Minichello was a recipient of the Fight for Sight grant, an 
award that aids students in vision research, and will pursue her work throughout the fall semester. MIKE MALLOY/ASSISTANT PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR
 In spring 2010, the University 
of  Dayton bid farewell to fi ve-year 
faculty member and associate pro-
fessor Dr. Grant Neeley as he was 
deployed for a year to Iraq.
 After being overseas for months, 
Lt. Neeley said he understands 
what President Barack Obama’s 
Aug. 31 announcement ending the 
war in Iraq means from a fi rsthand 
perspective. 
 “The change from combat opera-
tions to stability operations really 
hasn’t changed what U.S. forces 
do,” he said. “We’ve been focused 
on advising, training and assist-
ing the Iraqi Security Forces for a 
while now, so we will continue to 
do that mission until we leave at 
the end of  2011.”
 According to Neeley, it’s vital 
that citizens recognize the mission 
the U.S. is working for very much 
relies on how ready the historical-
ly unstable Iraqi government is to 
control itself.
 “What’s important is that Iraq is 
ready to be a sovereign, stable and 
self-reliant nation,” he said. “It’s 
also important to remember the 
sacrifi ces made by [the] U.S. Coali-
tion and Iraqi forces to get Iraq to 
this point in its history.”
 With seven years of  battle under 
America’s belt, it may seem to citi-
zens back home that the idea of  an 
end to fi ghting is just what the U.S. 
military overseas wants, but that 
isn’t necessarily the case. After 
several weeks of  training in the 
STEPHANIE VERMILLION
Director of Multimedia/Marketing
See UD Professor on p. 5
Professor in Iraq shares view on end of war, hopes for bright future in Middle East
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A year of essential 
savings, plus plenty 
of extra credit.
* Must present a valid student ID and university (.edu) e-mail address at the time of sign-up to qualify for Sam’s Club Collegiate Membership.
† In order for current Collegiate Member to receive a $10 Sam’s Club Gift Card, referred friend must join as a new Collegiate Member, and the 
current Collegiate Member must be present at the time the new Collegiate Member signs up. Only Collegiate Members are eligible for the $10 
Gift Card offer. Associates are not eligible.
A Sam’s Club® Collegiate Membership can help 
you save money on groceries, laundry detergent,  
computer gear and more. Plus, the value begins  
instantly with the $15 Sam’s Club Gift Card 
you’ll receive at sign-up or renewal!*
Two more great reasons  
to be a Collegiate Member:
Collegiate Members can receive  
up to a $30 Sam’s Club Gift Card 
with a qualifying purchase from
                                                  . 
Simply visit SamsClub.com/collegiate to 
confirm your Membership, and you’ll then  
be directed to the savings at Textbooks.com!
Sign up a friend, too,  
and get a $10 Gift Card.
Once you’re a Collegiate Member, sharing 
your shopping strategy can really pay off:  
Tell your friends about Collegiate Membership, 
and you’ll receive a $10 Sam’s Club Gift Card 
for each referred student who joins.† 
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“that	 guy,”	 Kyle.	 He’s	 bad	with	 finances	 and	 even	worse	 at	 crossword	
puzzles.	To	see	him	in	action,	go	to	53.com/students.	While	you’re	there,	
enter to win a $10,000 scholarship or other great prizes. 
(Answer:	Kyle)






 The University of Dayton College 
Democrats have re-emerged on cam-
pus this fall for the first time in eight 
years. 
 The organization was reinstituted 
by sophomore Daniel Rajaiah and se-
nior Kevin Lolli, who said they felt a 
Democratic voice was needed on cam-
pus.  
 According to Rajaiah and Lolli, at a 
university where a Republican pres-
ence has been strong throughout the 
years, they felt it was their duty to cre-
ate a forum for Democrats as well.
 “It’s always concerning when there 
is only one voice on campus,” said 
Lolli, a political science major and 
the organization’s vice president. “We 
believe there should be dialogue on 
competing views and issues, and that’s 
what we sought to do.” 
 The group’s aim is to get UD stu-
dents excited about and involved in 
the political process, as well as to raise 
awareness about Democratic candi-
dates at the local, state and national 
levels, according to Rajaiah and Lolli. 
They feel this goal is especially perti-
nent with midterm elections coming 
up this November.  
 The organization made its official 
debut at this year’s Up the Orgs event 
on Friday, Aug. 27, and several stu-
dents said they were interested in join-
ing, according to Rajaiah and Lolli. At 
the event, Joe Roberts, Democratic 
nominee for Ohio’s 3rd congressional 
district in the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives, was on hand to support 
the UD College Democrats, as well as 
introduce himself to his local constit-
uents. Throughout the day, the group 
also registered both Democrats and 
Republicans for November’s midterm 
elections.  
  “We want both Democrats and Re-
publicans registered,” said Rajaiah, 
the organization’s president.  “While 
we support the Democrat cause, one 
of our main goals is to get people, es-
pecially college students, to the polls 
to make a difference.”
 As an organization, the UD College 
Democrats have weekly meetings to 
discuss current political issues. In ad-
dition to meetings, the organization 
intends to schedule an array of state 
leaders to speak at UD, according to 
Rajaiah and Lolli. Currently, demo-
crat Eric Brown of the Ohio Supreme 
Court is set to speak on campus Wed., 
Oct. 13. This event is open to the pub-
lic.
 “We are trying to get politicians to 
come and understand UD,” Lolli said. 
“We want to show the leaders that stu-
dents today have a voice.”
 Rajaiah and Lolli said they realize 
some students may be weary about 
joining, thinking all the group does is 
discuss and debate politics. While po-
litical dialogue is part of their mission, 
both leaders said they want the group 
to be entertaining and engaging for 
all. One of their primary goals is to get 
college students excited about politics.
 The group plans on having several 
social events throughout the year, in-
cluding a cookout, debate watch par-
ties, and an ice cream and bowling 
night. Rajaiah encourages all students 
to consider joining the club as a way to 
gain a political voice.
 “We don’t want to be a group that 
sits around and just talks,” Lolli said. 
“We want it to be social and fun and 
make it a positive atmosphere.”
 More information about the Col-
lege Democrats can be found on the 
group’s Facebook page, University of  
Dayton College Democrats, or on their 
website, udcollegedems.webs.com. 
Additionally, students can contact 
Rajaiah at udaytondems@gmail.com 
or 513-582-3114 for more information. 
The group meets every Wednesday at 
7 p.m. in Humanities Building Room 
257.
After eight-year absence, the club’s new leaders hope to boost voting participation, excite students 
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IHOP
Come join Campus Ministry in Marian-
ist Hall’s chapel from 7 to 9 p.m. for an 
“Intense Hour of Praise” – prayer and 




Learn some new moves in this dance 
lesson taught by a professional in-
structor from 9 to 11 p.m. For more 
information, visit artstreet.udayton.
edu. Admission is free.
SUNDAY
SOCCER TOURNAMENT 
This is the last day to register for the 
intramural 11-by-11 soccer tourna-
ment. Games will be played on Sat-
urday, Sept. 18, on Stuart Field. Log 
in to imleagues.com using your LDAP 





 Stephanie Carpenter, a senior 
education major, spent her sum-
mer differently than most UD stu-
dents. 
 As a participant in the Semester 
of  Service program, she worked 
with children ages 7 through 12 at 
a day camp at the Dakota Center 
in Dayton.
 The Semester of  Service pro-
gram is “an opportunity for UD 
undergraduate students to take a 
semester away from classes in or-
der to continue education through 
service at a full-time non-profit 
agency coordinated by the Fitz 
Center for Leadership in Commu-
nity,” said Joanne Troha, director 
of  community service learning for 
the Fitz Center.
 The program, funded by Mari-
anists, pairs 20 students with 
service organizations during the 
fall, spring and summer semes-
ters, according to Troha. Six stu-
dents are participating in the fall 
2010 program, and 11 participated 
this summer. Forty-five students 
submitted applications for all of  
2010’s programs, a record number, 
according to a UD press release. 
 The selection for the program 
starts with an interview with Ed 
Zamierowski, a senior community 
service advisor in the Fitz Center, 
and Kathy Trick, graduate assis-
tant for the Fitz Center. Remain-
ing students are then sent to agen-
cies for interviews, and after the 
agencies make selections, the stu-
dents indicate their preferences 
regarding the organization they 
are assigned to for the semester, 
according to Troha. 
 She said the Fitz Center is able 
to work with its service partners 
to select experiences to fit “the 
diversity and interests of  the stu-
dents,” on a year-to-year basis. 
 “[Semester of  Service] can be a 
real revelation in terms of  where 
their [students’] talents and 
hearts lie,” Troha said.
 Carpenter said she was debating 
between teaching middle school 
and high school students in the fu-
ture, and the program helped her 
decide to teach high school.  
 Mike Bennett, a UD alumnus, 
also considered Semester of  Ser-
vice to be a valuable experience 
during his college career. Ben-
nett, who graduated from UD in 
2008 with a degree in religious 
studies, participated in Semester 
of  Service in the summer of  2006 
with East End Community Ser-
vices summer camp, coordinating 
lesson plans and field trips for 
kindergarten through fifth grade 
students. 
 “It’s an amazing opportunity 
for students on campus to get in-
volved in the city, and most of  the 
time students involved in those 
agencies stay involved in them,” 
Bennett said. 
 Some students who participated 
in the program with him were of-
fered full-time jobs from their re-
spective organizations, according 
to Bennett. 
 “To me that experience sort 
of  oriented me to the non-profit 
world and opened me up to see 
how my desires for ministry could 
be used in that sector,” he said. 
 Troha said participants in Se-
mester of  Service receive a sti-
pend which “comes close to cov-
ering room and board.” They are 
not allowed to have an additional 
job. Students live in an on-campus 
house with other program partici-
pants and have a weekly dinner to 
discuss their experiences. 
 “At the end of  every day, we 
would always talk about our day 
together,” Carpenter said. “It was 
so much better living with people 
going through the same thing … 
We just talked about it a lot and 
reflected as a group.” 
 Participants in the program 
during fall and spring semes-
ters live in regular UD housing. 
Students in every session are re-
quired to take a three-credit hour 
course on “social justice and ur-
ban issues” related to their ser-
vice, Troha said. 
 “It’s not at all unusual that after 
this shared, intense experience 
that people come out of  the Se-
mester of  Service with a new set 
of  best friends,” she said. 
 To find out more about Semes-
ter of  Service, go to http://www.
udayton.edu/artssciences/fitz-
center/semester_of_service.php. 
Semester of Service provides unique



































































Aug. 27, 12:32 p.m.
Officer Durian met a complainant 
regarding a report of a charcoal 
grill theft. The complainant 
stated he saw his black Weber 
charcoal grill on his back porch 
on Monday, Aug. 23, at 10 p.m., 
but noticed it was missing on 
Tuesday, Aug. 24, at 2 a.m.  He 
said the handle of the grill was 
“weathered,” and believed he 
saw it on someone else’s front 
porch.  Officer Durian observed 
the weathered grill at the other 
residence, but he was not able 
to contact anyone from the 
house.
Burglary 
Aug. 30, 12:24 p.m.
A complainant went to the 
police department to report a 
burglary at her Lowes Street 
residence. The complainant’s 
house key, UD student ID card, 
several ink pens and a black 
nylon backpack were reported 
missing. She last saw the items 
at 12 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 27, 
and noticed them missing at 
5:30 p.m. the following Sunday. 
The complainant said a few 
unidentified people were sitting 
on her porch late Saturday 
night, but left when asked to 
leave.  
Theft 
September 1, 7:06 p.m.
Officer Cloyd was dispatched 
to Campus South regarding a 
bicycle theft of a 24” men’s red 
Magna Excitor with 21 speeds.  
The complainant stated he 
locked up his bike in the rack 
outside of Campus South 
around 3 p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 
31. He noticed the bike missing 
on Wednesday, Sept. 1, around 
4 p.m. 
The following incidents were re-
ported to the Department of Public 
Safety on Aug. 27, through Sept. 1. 
This log was compiled by Flyer News 
from actual police reports obtained 
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Think you’ve got an eye for photography? Here’s your chance to get it 
published. Just send your ‘CLICK’ picture to editor@flyernews.com along 
with your first and last name and a brief description. Click away!CLICK! Challenge Level: EvilSource: WebSudoku.com
The sights of the 2009 Dayton Greek Festival are reflected in the glasses of a UD student. This year’s festival will be held Friday, Sept. 10, through Sunday, 
Sept. 12, at Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church. Times and directions can be found at daytongreekfestival.com. LEAH WINNIKE/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER





Nanny/sitter needed immediately for three-
year-old set of boy/girl twins in Centerville-
Springboro area, approximately 15 minutes
from campus. Times needed are Tuesday
and Thursday afternoons and all day Friday.
Parents will be flexible with the Tuesday and
Thursday times. Pay is $150 per week. Please 
call or e-mail Adrienne ti set up an interview
at (937)581-0310 or adrienne-d-brooks@
hotmail.com
SECRETARY, PART TIME: Woodland Cemet-
ery, Flexible Hours. Excellent, (above average)
PowerPoint/Publisher skills required. Prefer
local Sophomore or Junior who can work 
year round for the next 2 or 3 years. Send
resume to dave@woodlandcemetery.org
$10/hr to start, 15 hours/wk. Exam weeks
off. Free park and walk to classes. Must be
dependable.
Oakwood Family (2 mi from campus) seeks
responsible after-school sitter with refer-
ences for 2 thoughtful boys ages 10 & 13;
weekdays 3:10-5:10 PM, oversee transition,
simple chores, and homework starts. Flexible
parents. Excellent $$ for right UD student. Will
consider shared responsibility (2 students) for 
best candidates. Call/text 937-902-5937 
between 5-8 PM.
BABYSITTER WANTED
Experienced babysitter w/ own transportation
needed for Oakwood family. Job entails baby-
sitting/driving an 11 year old boy to and from
activities, and driving a 14 year old girl to and
from activities. I’m looking for someone I can
count on for Tuesdays and/or Thursdays, 
preferably both (must be available to pick up 
at 2:45) as well as anyone who is interested in 
being called sporadically/somewhat last min-
ute (I have a husband who travels), 
particularly for evenings on Mondays and 
Wednesdays. Please be responsible, reliable,
and have a spotless driving record. $10/hr.;
gas reimbursed. Please respond via email to:
oakwoodsitter@hotmail.com with detailed
information (references required), as well as
specific availability for this semester. 
Thanks!!!
BABYSITTER WANTED
Babysitter wanted for our son who’s almost 4
years old. Must be caring, fun and experienc-
ed. We live in Centerville, and we need a sitter
on various weekend nights. 
Call 937-271-4120.
Part Time Nanny in Centerville
Professional Centerville couple with 5 
children ages 6-15. Need of Nanny Tues-
day, Wednesday, Thursday afternoons/
early evening (approx 3 p.m.-7PM) - and 
every other Friday evening for date night.
Approximately 16 hrs per wk. 
Children well/behaved/active. Must have 
reliable transportation and provide some
transportation to activities. Meal prep-
aration. Full reimbursement for driving 
expenses incurred while transporting 
children. Earn paid time off. If interested
please call 937-344-8648 after 5:00 p.m.
HANDI/YARD WORK OAKWOOD. FALL 4-6 
hr/wk $11/hr. RELIABLE, own TRANSPOR-
TATION required. 294-7768 (voicemail). 
Describe experience. LEAVE TELEPHONE
AND E-MAIL.
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HOUSING
States, followed by more training 
and getting acclimated to the heat 
in Kuwait before finally reporting 
to the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad, 
Neeley said he is ready to get out 
and defend his country as much as 
he can. 
 “I’ve been out on a few trips so 
far to different bases and am hop-
ing to get out for a few more,” he 
said. “We can travel pretty freely in 
the International Zone, but travel 
is still hazardous if  we’re leaving 
the IZ.”
 In Baghdad, Neeley serves in the 
army as an individual augmentee 
for U.S. Forces in Iraq. 
 He is in charge of  media rela-
tions and communication strate-
gies. One of  his biggest roles came 
with the Change of  Command cer-
emony, which took place the day 
after Obama’s announcement. 
 “I knew about the president’s 
announcement,” he said. “What 
was surprising was the amount of  
media interested in the Change of  
Command ceremony here on Sept. 
1. I had the job of  coordinating in-
terviews with the general officers 
on the day of  the ceremony; it was 
quite hectic.”
    When in Dayton, Neeley served as 
the director of  the Master of  Pub-
lic Administration program, and 
he taught several classes on public 
policy, public administration, state 
politics and political behavior. He 
has been at UD since 2005.
    Neeley still is on track to return 
home to his wife, daughter and UD 
for fall 2011 classes, but until then, 
he said he will keep the Flyer spirit 
alive thousands of  miles overseas.
 “Best to everyone at UD,” he 
said. “And go Flyers.”
 To see how U.S. soldiers’ mis-
sions in the Middle East have 
changed, Neeley said he recom-




 To read more about Obama’s an-
noucement of  the end of  the war in 
Iraq, go to flyernews.com.
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BEING IN A WEREWOLF/
VAMPIRE LOVE TRIANGLE 
SOUNDS LIKE A REALLY RAW 
DEAL TO ME.  AND I AM DEFI-
NITELY GLAD THAT THE GUYS 
I KNOW DON’T SPARKLE!
THE PHELPS PERSPECTIVE
/blogs
to read all of 
Erin’s blog posts
SOLUTIONS AND PREVIOUS PUZZLES ON WWW.FLYERNEWS.COM
 Last Wednesday, Sept. 1, A&E editor 
Frank Stanko sat in on an audition 
for “The Diviners,” which announced 
its casting Friday, Sept. 3.  In the sec-
ond of a three-part series, he shares his 
observations.
 Whether they were cast or not, the 
actors at Wednesday’s “The Divin-
ers” audition presented themselves 
as winners.
 A level of mutual respect and ad-
miration ran rampant through Boll 
Theater that night. Applause after a 
reading, something that never hap-
pened Tuesday night, occurred after 
seemingly every tryout.
 “That was all Pat Coyle,” said 
sophomore Kyle Himsworth about 
the applause. “He led it, and it showed 
that tonight’s auditions were not cut-
throat and very welcoming.”
 Himsworth didn’t participate in 
the applause, or watch others audi-
tion, but that wasn’t for unfriendly 
reasons.
 “I arrived late and was spending 
all that time reading my script,” 
Himsworth said.  
 Performances by veterans of com-
munity and UD theater, like Him-
sworth and senior Erin Phelps, in 
many ways equaled those of fresh-
men and audition novices.
 “I thought it was good … nice … 
that we had only a few seniors,” 
Phelps said. “It kept things comfort-
able, not off-putting. We all started 
with a clean slate.”
 Phelps read for both roles in a 
scene focusing on Norma and Luella, 
small town residents talking about 
newcomer C.C. Showers. In the scene, 
Norma is optimistic about Showers 
taking the town as a calling, while 
Luella is doubtful.
 “I tried to make both roles look 
comfortable,” Phelps said.
 Someone who started out uncom-
fortably was freshman Alex Chilton.
 “First I was kinda nervous, worry-
ing my eyes out,” Chilton said.  “Then 
I got into the groove … I don’t know, 
my dad says I’m my own worst en-
emy.”
 For his audition as Showers, Chil-
ton based his characterization on 
Gregory Peck’s performance in “To 
Kill a Mockingbird.” When asked if 
he would have considered reading 
the part “in your own skin,” Chilton 
responded negatively.
 “I try on different coats or skins in 
my preparation process [Chilton read 
the ‘Diviners’ script before audition-
ing], and what I like to wear, I grow 
into,” he said.
 Among the scenes Chilton read for 
was Showers’ arrival at the home of 
Buddy, a mentally-disabled youth, 
and his maternally-minded sister, 
Jennie Mae. Sophomore Katherine 
Fennessy read for Jennie Mae, but 
was doubtful about getting the part.
 “I was better at the bitch,” said Fen-
nessy, referring to the role of Darlene, 
an acquaintance of Jennie Mae’s.  
 Despite that, Fennessy returned to 
the Boll stage a moment later to re-
read for Jennie Mae.
 Midway through auditions, direc-
tor Louan Hilty announced callbacks 
would occur Thursday, Sept. 2, at 6 
p.m.
 “But just because you aren’t cho-
sen for a callback doesn’t mean that 
I’m not considering you for a part,” 
Hilty said.
 Despite Hilty’s encouragement, 
Fennessy said she was nervous.
 “I always hate hearing those 
words, ‘you can go now,’” she said.  “I 
know they don’t mean anything bad, 
but still it’s not something I want to 
hear. It’s a small audition group, and 
in 
those, you put yourself out more.”
 Up next: a view from callbacks.
 To read part one and part three in 
this series, go to flyernews.com. 
 Stay tuned for “Star Like Me,” an 
exclusive journal from ‘Diviners’ cast-
members, coming soon to Flyer News.
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Win some, lose some, except at last Wednesday’s ‘Diviners’ auditions
Behind-the-scenes
FRANK STANKO A&E EDITOR
 
 Members of UD’s Pride of Day-
ton Marching Band are being 
taught a simple but well-estab-
lished idea: Be the best person 
you can, in or out of the class-
room. 
 Tremon Kizer, who became 
marching band director this 
year, said he has picked up these 
notions of collaboration and hard 
work, and is avidly encouraging 
his students to apply them.  
 Kizer has an extra reason to 
insist on such mutual respect; 
that kind of respect, which he 
saw around campus, was what in-
terested Kizer in working as the 
POD’s director.
 “I love its vision,” said Kizer of 
UD. “It was a place talking about 
faith, giving to your community. 
It’s an interesting process, and I 
got to see it more and more.”
 For Kizer, taking the band di-
rector job was an easy choice.
 “I thought, ‘I can be myself,’” 
he said.  “I can also grow, like 
UD.”
 And growth is definitely occur-
ring in the POD, which added 30 
new members, bringing its mem-
bership to over 120 members.
 “[The growth] is due to the pop-
ularity of the POD, the current 
assistant director Jim Leslie, the 
music department head Sharon 
Gratto and the rest of the depart-
ment,” Kizer said.  “I am not the 
reason why the POD is success-
ful; it’s the foundation that has 
been set by those two, and the 
recruiting efforts by the music 
department, along with the pre-
vious director of the POD, Nicole 
Gross.”  
 And if 130 members seems 
like a lot, consider an event like 
Alumni Band Day, where former 
members are invited to come 
back and perform, Kizer said. It 
is another in a series of events 
that will take the POD members 
further into the community.
 Back on the UD campus are 
events like the Saturday, Sept. 3, 
UD-Robert Morris football game. 
At the event, the POD presented 
a Blues Brothers medley for half-
time, as well as the usual school 
songs and a few surprises.
 Asked about what gets a march-
ing band from the rehearsal room 
to the football field, Kizer again 
said how important collaboration 
and hard work is.
 “It takes a dedicated group of 
people — people sold on the vi-
sion, sold on the passion, energy 
and excitement,” he said.  “We’ve 
been practicing for this since 
Aug. 14, with our band camp.”
 But, Kizer said, it all comes 
back to community spirit.
 “We want the community to 
know that we’re still there,” he 
said. “We’ll be seen at the first 
game, and we want everyone to 
know we’ll be seen at more.”
 And, of course, all the exposure 
and community support wouldn’t 
matter without dedication, he 
said.
 “We won’t stop [until we] get the 
best, on the field or in life,” Kizer 
said.  “That’s what we preach.”
Marching band welcomes new director
30 new members, one enthusiastic leader added to POD
FRANK STANKO
A&E Editor
And a one, and a two...  Tremon Kizer leads the Pride of Dayton marching band in a practice.  
Kizer became the POD’s leader this year and has continued the band’s tradition of perfor-
mances at events like last Saturday’s UD-Morris game.  JARED SZECHY/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
 Nestled in a park, the smaller Day-
ton Playhouse delivers quite a few 
laughs with its production of “The 
Producers.”  
 With student tickets costing only 
$10, seeing this musical is a fantastic 
way to spend a Friday night. 
 The show starts with a song about 
Max Bialystock (Saul Caplan), a 
Broadway producer who just opened 
a complete fl op, “Funny Boy.”  “Fun-
ny Boy,” a musical version of “Ham-
let,” is quickly proclaimed “the worst 
show in town.”
 Down on his luck and with little 
hope left, Bialystock has just about 
given up when he meets Leo Bloom 
(David Sherman), an overworked ac-
countant with a secret ambition to 
become a Broadway producer.
 The two quickly devise a scheme 
that, if all goes according to plan, will 
make them more money: Produce a 
Broadway fl op, the real worst show 
in town, instead of a Broadway hit.
 From there, the cast left little to be 
imagined as they sang and danced 
their way through almost three 
hours of comedic drama, jokes about 
Nazis and scenes portraying a stereo-
typical homosexual theater buff. The 
cast truly threw themselves into each 
character and played far into the au-
dience. 
 One thing I know from my theater 
experience is that it’s not enough to 
simply act like the character, but one 
must become the character, thinking 
and feeling as they would. This cast 
was incredibly convincing. They tru-
ly became the characters.
 The cast performed tunes rang-
ing from Bialystock’s rousing “The 
King of Broadway,” to “Prisoners of 
Love,” where the inmates sang while 
using soap on a rope as a dance prop. 
“Springtime for Hitler” and “Keep it 
Gay” were two songs that easily got 
stuck in my head. 
 “Springtime for Hitler” was a won-
derful and hilarious performance, 
not only because of the lyrics but 
also because of action ensuing in 
the background of the scene – which 
you’ll just have to see for yourself in 
order to fully appreciate it.
 “Keep it Gay” was staged creative-
ly, to say the least, with spectacular 
costuming. Showgirls with pretzels 
on their heads and men dressed in 
drag: What more could you ask for in 
a musical?
 “Betrayed,” another favorite song 
of mine, was performed by Bialys-
tock and recapped the entire show up 
to that point (intermission included!) 
in only a few minutes of singing. If 
you happen to arrive late, don’t wor-
ry; just wait till the end of the second 
act, and you’ll be all caught up.
 Other notable characters include 
Ulla, played by Danika Haffenden, 
and Franz Liebkind, played by Kevin 
Rankin. Both had fl awless accents 
and wonderful comedic timing. The 
minute Ulla walked on set, I was 
laughing out loud. Her seemingly 
naïve personality coupled with blunt 
word choices made for amusing dia-
logue, to say the least. 
 I also enjoyed Roger DeBris, played 
by Chuck Larkowski. I’m not sure 
anyone could pull off Roger (or Rog-
er’s outfi ts) quite like Larkowski.
 The Dayton Playhouse will present 
“The Producers” tonight and tomor-
row at 8 p.m. and Sunday, Sept. 11, at 
2 p.m. This production does include 
adult themes and content, but comes 
highly recommended by yours truly 
and is not one you’ll want to miss.  
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‘IT’S THE WORST SHOW IN TOWN’
Dayton Playhouse production of ‘Producers’ blends spectacle, humor in tuneful romp
Leo Bloom (David Sherman) and chorus girls transform a drab offi ce into Leo’s daydream stage for “I Wanna Be a Producer” in the Dayton Playhouse’s production of “The Producers,” playing 
this weekend at the Dayton Playhouse.  “The Producers” has music and lyrics by Mel Brooks, who co-adapted his 1968 fi lm.  PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY ART FABIAN 
SARA GREEN ASSISTANT A&E EDITOR
NOTHING X-CEDES LIKE X-
Fest, occurring from 11 a.m. to 8 
p.m. at the Montgomery County 
Fairgrounds, 1043 S. Main St., 
on Sunday, Sept, 12. X-Fest 15 
features such bands as Seether, 
Papa Roach and making their 
X-Fest debut, Sick Puppies.  Au-
tograph opportunities with most 
of the bands will be available.   
For more information, call the 
Fairgrounds at 937-224-1619. 
local and global 
arts and events
WALK THROUGH HISTORY at the 
Dayton Art Institute. “Prints from 
the Great Depression: The Richard 
and Linda Scott Collection” will be 
on display at the DAI now through 
Sunday, Sept. 26. The collection 
includes more than 40 prints cre-
ated by artists during the ‘30s and 
‘40s. This exhibit is free and open 
to the public. For hours and more 
information, contact the DAI at 
937-223-5277.
GO GREEK: The annual Dayton 
Greek Festival will be held this 
weekend at the Annunciation Greek 
Orthodox Church, 500 Belmonte 
Park N. Festival hours are 11 a.m. 
to 11 p.m. today and tomorrow and 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 
12. Enjoy Greek food, music and 
dance. Cobalt pottery, clothing, 
jewelry and other crafts also will be 
featured. Admission is $2. For more 
details, call 937-224-0601, or go to 
www.daytongreekfestival.com.
PUT ON YOUR DANCING SHOES: 
Starting at noon Sunday, auditions 
will be held for the University of Day-
ton dance ensemble in the dance hall 
(Rm. 136) of the Music and Theatre 
Building.  The dance ensemble 
performs two shows a year in Boll 
Theater and utilizes talent from both 
on and off campus.  Be dressed and 
ready to dance.  No prior experience 
is necessary.  For more information, 
call the theater department at 937-
229-3950.
NO PORCH? NO PROBLEM! Underclassmen finally get a chance to show off their digs with DORM DAYS, an online profile of non-porch owning Flyers, exclusively at
OPINIONS8
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“Words ought to be a little wild, for they are the assaults of thoughts on 
the unthinking”
 John Maynard Keynes, economist, 1933forum
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EXPERIENCE:
ESSENCE OF EDUCATION DEVELOPED BY STUDENT LEADERS
Word on the street... 
“It doesn’t matter to me; I 
live off campus.”
ETHAN HARPER, GRAD STUDENT
AEROSPACE ENGINEERING




“I’ll probably have to cook 
more often. And if I’m on 




What will you do now that the KU cafeteria is closed on weekends?
When we were children, our parents only gave us one guideline to 
live up to: Do your personal best, no matter what that may be. We think 
back to that when we look at the students who are getting involved on 
campus in new and dynamic ways. These men and women are not only 
getting involved with clubs and organizations; they are taking the ini-
tiative to do so much more. 
For example, recipients of  Fight for Sight’s Summer Student Fel-
lowship Grant, like Michaela Minichello, are dedicating themselves to 
learning about and combating birth defects of  the eye. Eleven students 
spent their summers working with children at the Dakota Center. More 
students spent their summer drafting new works of  art for the campus.
These endeavors go well beyond the smug catchphrase advertised 
on T-shirts that “college is a fountain of  knowledge, and we’re here to 
drink.” No, as far as we’re concerned, and these students are proving, 
college is a fountain of  experience. 
As so many professors have told us, college is a pathway to the 
adults we are going to be. Why shouldn’t we go on our way with some 
style, with some dedication and a certain eloquence in action? What 
keeps us from doing something like sophomores Daniel Ralaiah and 
senior Kevin Lolli, who took a dormant institution like the University 
of  Dayton College Democrats and brought it back to life? 
These students didn’t confine themselves to the folding tables on 
Humanities Plaza at Up The Orgs; they went beyond the expected and 
actively chased their interests. College is full of  many generic opportu-
nities, and while they sustain us in important ways, the best learning 
experiences are innovative and take courage to pursue. 
We’re to a point in our lives when setting ourselves apart is not 
something we do to look good on applications; it’s a way of  living  and 
growing as people. This is what the university experience is really all 
about. 
In the spirit of  Minichello, Ralaiah and Lolli, the artists in residence 
and Dakota Center volunteers, we challange you to find the things that 
make you come alive and pursue them with passion.
REBECCA YOUNG OPINIONS EDITOR
 If  free class week at the RecPlex 
wasn’t enough to get you up and 
moving, then perhaps it’s time to 
head outside and try UD’s latest 
extreme sport: sprodging. 
 For those of  you not familiar 
with this new sport, the name 
comes from an everyday occur-
rence on campus that has gained a 
following recently: sprinkler dodg-
ing. 
 Despite its seemingly harmless 
appearance, this challenge should 
not be taken lightly. Success at 
this new extreme activity requires 
many skills; a sprodger must be 
fast and agile. There is of  course 
something to be said for “timing it 
right,” but ultimately these black 
plastic spouts have minds of  their 
own. There is no telling which way 
the arc of  water will spray next, 
and at any moment, a sudden duck 
or swift cut could be required to 
evade a good soaking.
 Additionally, you must have for-
titude of  body and mind. It takes 
great personal strength to with-
stand the ridicule of  a failed at-
tempt at sprinkler dodging. As the 
cold water sharply splashes your 
face, your clothes, your shoes, you 
will have to endure the points, 
whispers and outright laughter 
of  your fellow students walking 
by. No matter if  they have not the 
courage to try this sport them-
selves, they always will be there 
watching and mocking. Sprodg-
ers need not only be immune to 
melting, but also impermeable to 
taunts and jeers.
 If  this sounds like the challenge 
you have been craving, there are 
multiple ways in which you can 
get involved. Courses have been 
set up throughout campus, so they 
are easily accessible to all stu-
dents. Be you a freshmen heading 
to class from Founders or a senior 
on your way to class from the stu-
dent neighborhood, there are op-
tions for you!
 The courses vary in length and 
difficulty, so you’ll want to choose 
where you begin wisely. For a be-
ginning level, try the brick side-
walk around Alumni Hall.  There’s 
only a single sprinkler to negoti-
ate, but it’s laser-trained along the 
curve, so you can’t avoid it on the 
path or the road! This is a popular 
track with international students 
who don’t have these kind of  ob-
stacle courses incorporated with 
their studies back at home. 
 Hungry for some KU grub? Why 
not get a little work out in on your 
way? Heading toward KU from the 
library, there are so many sprin-
klers it takes an expert sprodger 
to negotiate the pathways while 
staying dry. As you draw near the 
entrance of  the union, the hidden 
danger of  the sprinklers becomes 
obvious: Even if  you manage to es-
cape the direct blast of  water, the 
mist is ever present and far reach-
ing. 
 If  you’re feeling even more ad-
venturous, head toward Evanston 
along C Lot. This upper-level side-
walk path is almost impossible to 
navigate, but if  you can’t stay the 
course, you might find yourself  
dodging cars as well as water in 
the frogger-inspired bonus round. 
 Preparations currently are in 
the works for a sprodging tourna-
ment, but the recent cool weather 
fuels speculation that this sport 
might be shut down soon. Only 
scant time remains to hone your 
skills at this new extreme sport, 
so get your goulashes, and get out 
there! Stay dry and good luck!
 Opening up Flyer News is typically 
something I look forward to. I know 
a good deal of the writers, and like to 
hear about campus goings-on I would 
not otherwise know about. However 
the recent letter to the editor entitled 
“Appropriate conduct key to good 
leadership, credibility” is simply an 
uninformed, slanderous statement 
attacking our elected SGA president 
and the SGA itself.  
 The author of the piece fails to 
provide any evidence to support 
his claim that, “It is clear that SGA 
has a credibility problem, not only 
amongst students and peers, but with 
faculty, staff and administrators at 
all levels.” My question is a simple 
one: Who are these individuals? In 
fact, in direct opposition to the state-
ment, I as a student at the University 
of Dayton am confident in the SGA 
and its president. 
 The author goes on to say that the 
SGA is viewed as a clique. Again, 
failed logic is illustrated on the 
part of our author. A clique as de-
fined by worldnetweb.princeton.
edu is “an exclusive circle of peo-
ple with a common purpose.” As 
a great deal of the SGA members 
are elected into office by the entire 
undergraduate population at UD, I 
fail to see how that can been seen as 
an “exclusive” group -- not to men-
tion that anyone can run for office. 
 Additionally, the article suggests 
that the members of SGA, including 
its president, consider themselves 
above the rules and regulations that 
the university has set forth. For this 
claim, the author uses an example, 
(the first in the letter) of a bed sheet 
that recently hung from president 
Jim Saywell’s Evanston home. How-
ever, the argument crumbles when 
one notes that bed sheet messages are 
common throughout both student 
neighborhoods and are a symbol of  
tradition and community. Time and 
time again, students, parents and fa-
cility members alike are struck with 
a smile reading the bed sheet mes-
sages. 
 Furthermore, had Mr. Schum-
acher asked Mr. Saywell the mean-
ing behind the message, he would 
have been informed it was to wel-
come new students to campus; 
“honk if you want to be us” means 
honk if you want to be a UD student. 
 Next, the author finally makes a 
statement I am in complete and total 
agreement with: “Mr. Saywell’s acts 
affect more than his own credibil-
ity. His actions directly reflect SGA 
and in turn, every undergraduate 
student at UD.” I could not think of  
a better person that I would want to 
represent me. Jim Saywell has dedi-
cated the last three years to this in-
stitution and the students attending 
it. His humble beginning as a volun-
teer tour guide is just one example 
of his pride and love for this school. 
 In the previous letter, the author 
makes a call to action, encouraging 
students to “hold student leaders and 
student organizations accountable.” 
I, too, wish to encourage students to 
take action, though not against ear-
nest, passionate and dedicated lead-
ers, like Mr. Saywell. Instead I en-
courage all students at this universi-
ty to become informed. Go to an SGA 
meeting, join a committee and see for 
yourself this “inappropriate” leader 
which the student body elected. Then 
ask yourself why Flyer News would 
allow an article so contestable and 
unfounded to be published.  
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 letters to the editor
CONCEPTIONS OF MASCULINTITY  
HURTFUL TO MEN, WOMEN AT UD
 Two issues into this year’s Flyer 
News cycle, we have seen a wide 
range of  topics discussed on this 
opinion page. Annie Schuerman 
made a wonderful connection be-
tween the lack of  class diversity 
in our nation’s capital and on our 
campus. Michael Miller encour-
aged new students to wear sweat-
pants to class, because, duh, this 
isn’t Miami. And the Flyer News’ 
own Maureen Dowd, Maggie Mal-
ach, wrote a salient piece identify-
ing stereotypes of  homosexuality 
in the media.
 Last year, regular FN readers 
were treated to a number of  dis-
cussions about women and femi-
nism, often initiated by Malach. 
But with the new school year 
(and football season starting this 
week), the time has come for a re-
lated and somewhat less discussed 
topic: conceptions of  masculinity 
on American university campus-
es.
 Male students on college cam-
puses have a unique opportunity 
to contribute to discussions of  
feminism and women’s issues. 
Not nearly enough men, however, 
even understand these issues ex-
ist. Search youtube.com  for “men 
explaining birth control” for an 
enlightening video posted by the 
(now inactive) blog “The Sex-
ist,” in which men admit that a 
good portion of  their knowledge 
of  the subject comes from “Sein-
feld” episodes. On a more serious 
note, though, this ignorance helps 
to breed a standard of  conduct 
among college students, especially 
men, that has created a hostile en-
vironment for women on campus. 
 I can speak from personal expe-
rience about the weight that col-
lege men put on the number and 
variety of  sexual encounters, even 
among otherwise intelligent, rea-
sonable students. The ubiquity of  
“the hunt” or “the chase” creates 
a culture in which men separate 
and look to identify themselves in 
a caste system with the glory of  
being a “dude” above the shame of  
being a “fag.”
 Language and actions clearly 
define the two groups. Noncon-
forming men are called “pussy” 
or “fag” for failing to finish a beer, 
having to do homework instead of  
drink or being timid when talking 
with women they like. Men with 
tales of  heterosexual encounters, 
excessive alcohol consumption 
and otherwise unacceptable be-
havior are praised as being “cool 
dudes” and “real bros.” Contro-
versial opinions are at best ig-
nored, and at worst are violently 
discouraged.
 These actions are justified and 
encouraged by a culture of  alco-
hol fueled by billions of  dollars in 
advertising and popular websites 
like collegehumor.com and break.
com, all of  which stress the impor-
tance of  the dude/fag dichotomy 
and manage to throw some misog-
yny in with it all.
 This toxic culture of  masculin-
ity contributes in large part to the 
dirty secrets of  American univer-
sities: sexual violence that is kept 
quiet by shamed victims, indiffer-
ent witnesses and an embarrassed 
university administration. Petty 
theft is not the only crime commit-
ted on this campus, despite what 
FN’s crime log might tell you.
 So, picking up Christine Old-
ing’s challenge on this page last 
week that we are a generation of  
all talk and no action, I would like 
to address students of  all genders 
reading this column: How does 
your conception of  masculinity 
jive with the health of  our com-
munity, the stated goals of  this 
university and your personal de-
velopment into a college-educated 
person?





“...ignorance helps to breed a standard of 
conduct among college students, es-
pecially men, that has created a hostile 
environment for women on campus.”
Junior defends conduct, intention of SGA, student leader
The University of  Dayton vol-
leyball team is headed to Lincoln, 
Neb., to compete in the much-an-
ticipated Ameritas Players Chal-
lenge this weekend.
The Flyers, currently ranked 
No. 20 in the country, will face 
stiff  competition from Thursday, 
Sept. 9, through Saturday, Sept. 
11. UD will play No. 3 Illinois, No. 
7 Nebraska and Western Michi-
gan in the tournament, and while 
some teams might cringe at this 
type of  schedule, Dayton embrac-
es the stout competition.
“When you go into tourna-
ments like this, you get excited 
about the challenge,” head coach 
Kelly Sheffield said. “Competitors 
like to be tested, and that’s what 
we are.”
The players feel the same way, 
led by reigning Atlantic 10 Confer-
ence Defensive Player of  the Week 
Lindsay Fletemier. The redshirt 
senior earned the award with 20 
blocks in three matches last week-
end at the Diet Coke Classic in 
Minneapolis.
“Playing against these qual-
ity teams is something I’ve been 
looking forward to,” the middle 
blocker said. “This is the tough-
est schedule we’ve had in my four 
years here, so I’m excited to play 
these good teams that will prepare 
us for the end of  the season.”
The Flyers finished 2-1 in last 
weekend’s tournament hosted by 
then No. 8 Minnesota. The team’s 
only loss was in the final game 
against the Golden Gophers. The 
girls saw some positives in their 
performance, but know there are 
areas for improvement. Entering 
the three matches against qual-
ity opponents this weekend, they 
recognize they must resist getting 
overly-excited and stick to their 
game plan.
“We go in with the same mind-
set of  just playing Dayton Flyers 
volleyball, but in the back of  your 
mind, you are a little more ex-
cited, and it provides some extra 
motivation,” senior outside hitter 
Tiffany Gaerke said. “I noticed 
from last weekend that no matter 
what happens, we need to stick to-
gether and keep our heads up. We 
have to embrace the moment and 
just play our game.”
One unique storyline for Day-
ton this weekend involves red-
shirt senior setter Jessica Yanz. 
Yanz spent the last two years as 
a Nebraska Cornhusker, the host 
of  the Ameritas Players Challenge 
and the Flyers’ opening opponent 
Friday, Sept. 10, at 8 p.m. 
“My time there was fun, but it 
was a huge learning experience 
for me,” Yanz said. “I redshirted 
my first season there, so I could 
practice but not play. It put me in 
a whole different role and taught 
me how to make my team better. 
I still talk to a bunch of  the girls 
from there, and we are pretty good 
about keeping in touch.”
The Flyers know they must 
come out with more intensity than 
they had in Minneapolis.  Winning 
two of  the three games gave them 
something positive to build off  of  
heading into this weekend’s tour-
nament, but with high caliber op-
ponents looming yet again, a more 
focused effort will be required.
“I thought we had a lot of  posi-
tives from last weekend, but we 
have to make it a point to come out 
swinging this weekend,” Sheffield 
said. “We really need to drop the 
gloves, put our heads down and 
keep plugging away.”
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Men’s Basketball
STATEN THE STAR OF FRESHMAN CLASS
NATE WAGGENSPACK
Assistant Sports Editor
Senior Amanda Cowdrey records a kill for the Flyers on Friday, Aug. 27, at the Frericks 
Center during the Dayton Flyer Classic. MIKE MALLOY/ASST. PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR
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• Teach English and/or research abroad •
• Program lasts about nine months •
• Stipend and travel expenses awarded •
• Undergrad research experience  
and foreign language a plus •
• GPA of 3.5 or above preferred •
• Service or leadership experience helpful •
Deadline for applications October 6
Contact Dr. John McCombe
Office of Fellowship Advising
University Honors Program
john.mccombe@notes.udayton.edu
With the season still a couple 
months away, the Dayton Flyers 
men’s basketball team is working 
hard, and its newest members in-
cluding highly touted freshman Ju-
wan Staten are ready to go.
At the moment, however, things 
are moving a bit slowly. Due to 
NCAA rules, until Wednesday, Sept. 
15, teams can only work out or prac-
tice for eight hours a week, and if  
they play basketball, it is with a max-
imum of  four players on the court. 
Until the deadline passes, the players 
are spending most of  their time on 
strength, conditioning and some in-
dividual workouts on the court.
Head coach Brian Gregory said 
this time, and even after the Sept. 15 
deadline, will be spent mostly work-
ing on individual skills.
“During this early part, we focus 
on getting some of  that core skill 
stuff  that is going to be important 
to the development of  the team,” he 
said.
One area of  the team that will 
need work is the backcourt. Having 
graduated four guards that played 
significant minutes for the Flyers 
last season, a slew of  new faces will 
be running the show from day one. It 
will be important for them to learn to 
play the UD way quickly. Gregory is 
not too worried about them, though.
“With the incoming freshmen, I 
was pleased with how each and ev-
ery one of  them finished their high 
school careers,” he said. “Those guys 
are ready to learn from the upper-
classmen but at the same time, know 
that they’re going to have a role on 
this team.”
Of the new faces on the team, the 
most highly anticipated is Staten, 
a 5-foot-10 guard from Dayton who 
frequented top 100 rankings on the 
various high school scouting reports. 
Staten’s hype comes not only from 
his ability, but also from the fact that 
he is homegrown, similar to senior 
Chris Wright three years ago. Greg-
ory said Staten has done well so far 
and is not letting the hype affect him.
“Even with all that attention, the 
thing that’s been most impressive to 
me is that he doesn’t carry himself  
like that,” Gregory said. “He’s a very 
humble kid that understands that to 
be successful at this level, there’s go-
ing to be a big transition. His coach-
ability has been great, and he’s got a 
high basketball IQ, so I think he un-
derstands the challenges.”
Staten said he hasn’t been fo-
cused on the attention either.
“My dad always told me that the 
only pressure you have is the pres-
sure you put on yourself,” he said. 
“So I haven’t felt any outstanding 
pressure to perform to a certain 
level. I know what I’m supposed to 
do, and I know what I can do. I’m not 
trying to hold myself  up to any stan-
dard, and I’m trying to play the way I 
know I can play.”
Staten’s teammates are making 
things easier as well. He said he has 
enjoyed getting to hang out with ev-
erybody, and that it is a fun team.
“We’ve got a great group of  guys,” 
he said. “Everybody comes in with a 
positive attitude. There’s no arguing; 
there’s no big heads. Everybody’s 
ready to learn. We’re just putting a 
real big thing out of  team first.”
In addition, Staten said he has 
gotten plenty of  help from the upper-
classmen, from basketball related ad-
vice, to pointers on how to approach 
a coach, to even something off  the 
court like how to deal with girls.
The guard said he has enjoyed 
college thus far, but that more than 
anything, he is ready for the season 
to start.
“I’m real excited,” he said. “It 
seems like it’s taking forever to come. 
I keep looking at the date of  our first 
exhibition game and where we are 
now. It’s taking forever —seems like 
the days aren’t moving.”
BRENDAN HADER
Chief Sports Staff Writer
NO. 20 DAYTON HEADS TO DAUNTING TOURNAMENT
Volleyball
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UD learning how to recover from tough early losses
Women’s Soccer
The streak is over.  
After not losing a regular sea-
son game since October 2008, the 
University of  Dayton women’s 
soccer team has lost twice already 
this season against Colorado Col-
lege and Ohio State.  
“We are playing good teams, 
so to lose is not a terrible thing,” 
head coach Mike Tucker said. “As 
much as I hate it, it’s not terrible, 
but you got to learn in the end to 
get better. The key is for our play-
ers to look at this as a learning ex-
perience.”
The Flyers last lost on Oct. 24, 
2008, at Charlotte with a score of  
2-1. 
Following that game, the team 
cruised to a 22-month and 24-game 
regular season unbeaten streak.
Now the team is looking for-
ward to a pair of  road games 
this weekend against Lehigh and 
Pennsylvania on Friday, Sept. 10, 
and Sunday, Sept. 12.  
“We’re good on the road; the 
road’s always been pretty good 
to us,” Tucker said. “We have a 
system. We go out and prepare 
and play, and we know a little bit 
about the teams we’re playing.”
Tucker believes that focused 
training will help put his team 
back on track.
“Our training up until [next 
weekend] is going to dictate how 
much success we have,” he said. 
“You know, make every minute of  
training count and make sure we 
fix the things that we need to fix, 
[which is] the coach’s job and the 
player’s job.”
New talent from nine freshmen 
also will give the Flyers an added 
advantage this season.
“We have a great mix of  young 
ladies,” Tucker said. “Our fresh-
men players coming in are really 
talented, and [if ] you add those to 
the players that we have, I like our 
chances to be pretty good at the 
end of  the year. We have freshmen 
that can step onto the field and 
help us get better all the time.”
Additionally, the Flyers have a 
deep team coming off  the bench, 
which will help them late in the 
game.
“We don’t lose a whole lot when 
we pull somebody off  the bench; 
what we have to rely on is our 
numbers,” Tucker said. “We’re a 
team right now, and we have to re-
main that.”
The number one goal for the 
team this year is to play in the 
NCAA Tournament, according to 
Tucker.
“Our biggest and our first goal 
is always to play in the NCAA 
Tournament,” Tucker said. “We 
still have that opportunity, but 
we’re making it a little harder 
on ourselves yet again. We’re not 
happy right now with two losses, 
but if  that’s all we’ve got at the 
end of  the year, we’ll be real hap-
py.”
Lehigh and Pennsylvania bet-
ter prepare because according to 
Tucker, his team has its sights set 
on getting back on the winning 
track.
“I think the girls are just hun-
gry to win right now,” Tucker 
said.
CRAZY EIGHTS 
The Dayton men’s basketball team re-
leased its 2010-2011 schedule earlier 
in the week. The Flyers will play eight 
teams that appeared in a postseason 
tournament last season and will twice 
match up against A-10 opponents 
Duquesne, Saint Louis and Xavier.  
BLOCK PARTY
Volleyball redshirt senior middle 
blocker Lindsay Fletemier has re-
corded a block in 54 straight matches 
for the Flyers. She was named A-10 
Defensive Player of the Week. 
FLYIN’ HIGH 
Cross country seniors Maureen Bulgrin 
and Chris Lemon both earned Atlantic 
10 Performer of the Week honors for 
their outings at the Flyer 5K Challenge. 
STEVE STAR 
Quarterback Steve Valentino won the 
Pioneer Football League Offensive 
Player of the Week in totaling 317 
yards and two touchdowns in Dayton’s 
28-14 win over Robert Morris.  
OPEN INVITE 
The UD club softball team is holding try-
outs on Saturday, Sept. 11, starting at 
10 a.m. at West Carrolton High School. 
Contact Marci Duckro for more info.
DID YOU KNOW?
Sophomore Colleen Williams battles for a free ball during Dayton’s 1-0 loss to Ohio State at Baujan Field on Friday, Sept. 3. The Flyers 
have already lost two games this season after not losing in the entire 2009 regular season. ETHAN KLOSTERMAN/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
The University of  Dayton athletic 
program has seen many high-profi le 
stars complete an impressive four 
years in their respective sports. No 
player may be as noteworthy recent-
ly as men’s soccer senior defender 
Tommy Watkins.
Battling back from a broken leg 
his freshman year and a car accident 
last season, Watkins has emerged as 
a co-captain and leader of  the reign-
ing regular season Atlantic-10 Con-
ference champions.
“It has been up and down, but 
the atmosphere of  the coaching staff  
and the players is just one huge fam-
ily,” Watkins said. “There is tons of  
support, and if  you really want to 
succeed, this is the place to be.”
Away from the pitch, the pre-
physical therapy major has a 3.79 
GPA and was recently named as a 
fi nalist for the Lowe’s Senior CLASS 
Award. The recognition goes to one 
“student-athlete of  the year” in sev-
eral NCAA sports, and UD’s reigning 
defensive player of  the year thanks 
his surrounding environment for the 
assistance.
“It is all just time management, 
and these coaches really stress the 
total student-athlete and being good 
on and off  the fi eld,” he said. “It just 
really helps to have good driving fac-
tors behind you pushing you to be 
your best.”
Head coach Dennis Currier fi rst 
noticed Watkins while recruiting 
him from Richmond, Va. four years 
ago. The program leader was im-
pressed by the youngster’s confi -
dence at that moment and continues 
to talk about the helpful characteris-
tics of  his star defender.
“Tommy’s been an integral part 
of  our program and a symbol of  
Dayton soccer,” Currier said. “He 
is really the epitome of  a student-
athlete that we want to represent our 
team, both in the classroom and on 
the fi eld. Being his last year, he has 
stepped up into a huge leadership 
role, and he is going to have a big role 
in teaching the younger guys what a 
true Dayton Flyer is.”
Watkins was named to the pre-
season A-10 All-Conference team 
this year and has appeared in all but 
one game dating back to the start of  
the 2008 season. The co-captain is 
now one of  just two seniors amidst 18 
new players in a rising program with 
back-to-back appearances in the con-
ference tournament fi nal.
 “Well, being the only guy left 
from my original recruiting class, I 
certainly have a lot of  responsibil-
ity on my back trying to show all of  
these new guys what it is all about to 
be in the Dayton Flyers soccer pro-
gram,” he said. “It is kind of  motivat-
ing … I’ve really taken it in stride, 
and I enjoy being a leader for these 
guys.”
Highly-touted freshman Marlon 
Duran said Watkins is an “almost 
perfect” role model and the senior 
even picked up Duran from the air-
port on his fi rst day in Dayton this 
year. The two have a close work-
ing relationship on the fi eld, 
since the fi rst-year primar-
ily plays defensive midfi eld.
 “I’m always learning 
from Tommy everywhere, 
every game, every 
practice, and he 
is always tell-
ing me what 
to do and 
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ing the team’s 
fi rst-ever NCAA 
Tournament ap-
pearance. He hopes 
to help the new play-
ers on the team achieve a 
similar goal in the years to come.
 “I don’t want to say that I am go-
ing to leave too much, but I’m just 
obviously going to 
leave with a lot 
of  memories,” 
he said. “I just 
want to leave 
with a legacy 
of  someone that 
worked hard, put in their time and 
hopefully infl uenced other guys to 
follow the right path.”
The senior is closing in on 
a historic career at UD, and 
is certainly setting an ex-
ample for star soccer players 
in the future.
 “It’s great to have a guy 
like that on the fi eld 
because he helps 




kins’ impact. “The 
worst, the good 
or whatever is 
coming, that is a 
guy that you can 
rely upon for any-
thing.”
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Men’s Soccer
Men’s Cross Country
Saturday, Sept. 11, at Mel 
Brodt Invitational, Bowling 
Green, Ohio
Women’s Cross Country
Saturday, Sept. 11, at Miami 
Invitational, Oxford, Ohio
Football
Saturday, Sept. 11, at 
Duquesne
Volleyball
Friday, Sept. 10, vs. Illinois 
(at Nebraska);
Saturday, Sept. 11, vs. West-
ern Michigan (at Nebraska)
Women’s Soccer
Friday, Sept. 10, at Lehigh 
Sunday, Sept. 12 at Pennsl-
vania
Men’s Tennis
Friday, Sept. 10 - Sunday
Sept. 12, at Michigan State In-
vitational, East Lansing, Mich.
Men’s Club Rugby
Friday, Sept. 10, vs. Ball State 
(at Stuart Field) 
Men’s Golf
Saturday, Sept. 11 - Sunday, 
Sept. 12, at Fossum/Spartan 
Invitational, East Lansing, 
Mich.
SCHEDULE
Spirits and expectations are 
high as the University of  Dayton 
men’s tennis team’s 2010 campaign 
begins this weekend in East Lan-
sing, Mich. for the Michigan State 
Invitational. 
The Flyers return from a sub-
par 6-18 record during the spring 
season under fi rst-year head coach 
Eric Mahone, but there is plenty 
of  optimism with a very different 
Flyer squad from last year. Five 
new freshmen join the team in 2010, 
composing half  of  the entire ros-
ter and igniting a revitalized youth 
movement.
“There’s a lot of  optimism about 
this freshman class,” co-captain 
and lone senior Mike Koscielski 
said. “All of  the freshmen are ex-
tremely talented with a lot of  room 
to grow; the program is defi nitely 
heading in the right direction.”
The schedule is set up to test the 
young Flyers early and give them 
opportunities to showcase their 
skills with trips to Michigan State 
and Purdue for the fi rst two tourna-
ments of  the fall season. 
“The fall is much more laid back, 
much more individualized and get-
ting your feet on the ground; easing 
your way into college tennis (for 
the freshman),” Koscielski said on 
the difference between the fall and 
spring seasons. “A lot more time 
is put in inside the weight room. A 
lot is expected in terms of  develop-
ment and growth, including weight 
training to get stronger and faster.” 
Along with the excitement over 
the youth of  the team, the head 
coach is another reason the pro-
gram seems headed in the right di-
rection. Eric Mahone fi nds himself  
in year two at UD, and his presence 
is already being felt in more ways 
than one. 
“This year, in practice, it has 
been way more intense,” Koscielski 
said. “Everyone is bringing every-
thing they have every day, and the 
positivity surrounding the team is 
off  the charts.” 
Off  the court, there is a lot of  
talk about Mahone’s recruiting 
skills which landed a deep and tal-
ented class led by Alex Crum out 
of  St. Xavier High School in Louis-
ville, Kent.
“From a team standpoint, it 
should be a much different envi-
ronment, hopefully leading to a 
much more successful campaign,” 
Koscielski said. “In terms of  expec-
tations, there aren’t any lingering 
feelings from last year. We want to 
win the conference tournament. 
That would be the ideal way to go 
out, to get the automatic bid to the 
NCAA Tournament.” 
The 2010 men’s tennis team has 
many of  the necessary elements for 
an improved and exciting season, 
hopefully culminating in a trip to 






Flyers hoping fi ve youngsters lead way to NCAA Tournament glory
Men’s Tennis
Senior Tommy Watkins helps 
the Flyers during a game 
against IPFW on Friday, Sept. 
3, at Baujan Field. JARED 
SZECHY/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
FOR A Q&A WITH TOMMY 
WATKINS CHECK OUT THE 
VIDEO AND FLYER FOCUS 
BLOG >> www.flyernews.com
    “He is really the epitome of a student-athlete that we  
 want to represent our team, both in the classroom  
 and on the fi eld.”  
     Dennis Currier, head coach 
SENIOR WATKINS LEADING SQUAD
